bring various professional or cul- 
tural perspectives to your class- 
room? 

Some parents reading this may 
say that they do not have the time 
to get this involved in school mat- 
ters. And some teachers will say 
that their work load is time-con- 
suming enough without assuming 
the responsibility for encouraging 
parent involvement or making reg- 
ular and personal progress reports 
on each student. It seems to me 
that we need to focus this energy 
and concern on a common ques- 
tion: What is it that each of us can 
do to increase the quality of educa- 
tion and to strengthen the process 
of communication in our own 
school? Teachers and schools need 
community participation and sup- 
port. As parents, how can we pro- 
vide that in an open, responsive 
way”? Parents need information, ac- 
cess, and involvement. As teach- 
ers, how can we promote these in 
an open, helpful manner? As citi- 
zens, we are all accountable for the 
quality of the educational process. 
Parents and teachers need to as- 
sume this responsibility. 0 
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